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perhaps less momentous, psychological compensation-
processes have often recurred in the history of the world.
Whenever a psychic or social monstrosity is generated, a
compensation comes along that overrides all legislation and
disregards all expectations.
Something similar is happening in the woman of present-
day Europe. Too much that is inadmissible and not brought
into life is accumulating, and this has effects. Secretaries,
stenographers, modistes—all are agents of this process,
and by millions of subterranean channels they create the
influence that is undermining marriage. For the desire of
all these women is not concerned with sexual adventures—
only stupidity could believe that—but with the state of
marriage. The beata possidentes, the married women must
be driven out; not as a rule by open and forcible means,
but by that quiet and obstinate wish, that works as we all
know magically, like the fixed eye of the snake. This has
always been the way of woman.
What attitude does the married woman of to-day adopt
towards this fact ? She clings to the old idea that man is
the scapegoat, that one can engineer love arbitrarily, etc.
On the strength of these outworn conceptions she can wrap
her jealousy around her. But all this is merely superficial.
There is a deeper effect. Neither the pride of a Roman
patrician, nor the thickest walls of the imperial palace availed
to keep out the slave infection. Nor can any woman escape
the secretly compelling effect of that atmosphere, with which,
perhaps, her own sister is enveloping her; the oppressive
atmosphere of life unlived. The result is that the married
woman begins to doubt marriage. The unmarried believe
in it because they want it. In the same way man believes
in marriage. His love of comfort, and a curious, sentimental
belief in institutions prompt him to this faith; for with a
man institutions always tend to become objects of feeling.
Since women have to be concrete in matters of- feeling,
a certain fact must not escape our notice. This fact is the

